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Population
America Size at the

or Beginning
Oceania Europe Africa Asia Unknown Total of Period

Time Period (i) (ii) (iii) (iv) (v) (vi) (vii)

Between 1919
and  5.15.1948 7,754 377,381 4,041 40,895 52,786 482,857 ----

After 5.15.1948

5.15.1948 - 1951 5,140 326,786 93,951 237,352 24,395 687,624 650,000

1952-1960 10,228 102,959 145,664 35,286 3,001 297,138 1,404,000

1961-1964 14,841 77,537 115,876 19,525 1,014 228,793 1,911,300

1965-1971 43,165 82,196 37,459 34,718 1,497 199,035 2,239,200

1972-1979 56,068 179,930 12,850 18,138 594 267,580 2,662,000

1980-1989 44,531 71,969 23,411 13,475 447 153,833 3,218,400

1990-1999 37,281 829,289 44,405 44,743 601 956,319 3,717,100

Total by the End of 1999 4,872,800

1.      Included in the table are potential immigrants and tourists who changed their status to immigrants.   
      As of 1970 excluded from the table are:  immigrating citizens
2.   Until 1995 the Asian republics of the USSR (former) were included in Europe. As of 1996 they are included in Asia.
3.   Included in the table are about 11,000 illegal immigrants and about 19,500 tourists who remained in Israel, 
      and whose continent of residence and period of immigration are not known (Column 5 before 5.15.1948)
4.   From 15.5.1948 till the end of 1969 also included in the Unknown Column are non-Jews. As of 1970 they are included 
      according to last continent of residence.

Table W1
Immigration Flows to Israel by Continent of Origin and Year

Notes: The table reports the total number of immigrants to Israel by continent of origin and period of immigration. The last two
columns (columns vi and vii) report the (i) total number of immigrants (the sum of the first five columns) and (ii) The size of the
population in Israel at the beginning of the period. The data is broadly divided into the periods before/after 5.15.1948 (The foundation
of the state of Israel). The source of the data is the Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics (CBS)

3



 

List of Tables: 

1. Table W1:  

Immigration Flows to Israel by Continent of Origin and Year 

2. Table W2:  

Three Generations of Sephardic-Ashkenazi Educational Attainment Gaps 

3. Table W3:  

Origin Related Differences in the Number of Children of Married Women 

by Own and Spouse's Continent of Origin, Offspring-Parents File 

4. Table W4:  

Origin Related Differences in Socio-Economic indices, Monthly Net Incomes, and Employment 

Rates 

5. Table W5:  

The Gaps in IDF-Administered Analytical and Verbal Test Scores Between Males 

by Father’s and Mother’s Origin 

6. Table W6:  

Origin Related Differences in Religious Practices Among Fathers and Among their Sons 

7. Table W7: 

Intra and Inter Ethnic Marriages by Father’s and Mother’s Origin 

8. Table W8: 

Log Hourly Wage Gaps Between Females, Currently Married, by Father’s and Mother’s Origin 

9. Table W9: 

Log Hourly Wage Gaps Between Females, Currently Married Whose Spouses Report Wages, 

by Father’s and Father-in-Law’s Origin 

10. Table W10:  

Educational and Wage Correlations of Spouses by Father’s and Father-in-Law’s Origin 

11. Table W11:  

Log Hourly Wage Gaps Between Males by Father’s and Mother’s Origin 

12. Table W12:  

Log Hourly Wage Gaps Between Females by Father’s and Mother’s Origin 

13. Table W13:  

Dif-in-Diffs Estimator for Educational and Wage gaps by Father’s and Mother’s Origin 

 

 

  

4



 

 

List of Figures: 

1. Figure W1a:  

The Israeli Population by Origin and Religion, Israel 1995  

2. Figure W1b:  

The Jewish Population by Country of Birth, Israel 1995 

3. Figure W2:  

Three Generations of Sephardic-Ashkenazi Crude Wage Gaps 

4. Figure W3a:  

Age-Adjusted Educational Attainment Gaps Between Males by Parents’ Origin 

5. Figure W3b:  

Age-Adjusted Educational Attainment Gaps Between Females by Parents’ Origin 

6. Figure W4a:  

The Gaps in Educational Attainment and Wages Between “Synthetic Fathers” to Prime Age 

Israeli-Born Males in 1995 by Father’s and Mother’s Origin, the “Synthetic” Parents File 

7. Figure W4b:  

The Gaps in Educational Attainment and Wages Between “Synthetic Mothers” to Prime Age 

Israeli-Born Males in 1995 by Father’s and Mother’s Origin, the “Synthetic” Parents File  

8. Figure W5:  

Age-Adjusted Educational Attainment Gaps Between Females by Father's and Father-in-Law’s 

Origin 

 

 

 

 

5



1st (1972 Census) 2nd (1983 Census) 3rd (1983-1995 Linked Census)

School BAGRUT Academic School BAGRUT Academic School BAGRUT Academic 
Years Rate Degree Years Rate Degree Years Rate Degree

Ethnic Group (i) (ii) (iii) (iv) (v) (vi) (vii) (viii) (ix)                                                                        

"Sephardic" -4.1 -0.24 -0.13 -3.1 -0.39 -0.25 -1.4 -0.28 -0.17
(0.1) (0.00) (0.00) (0.0) (0.01) (0.00) (0.3) (0.05) (0.04)

11.1 0.35 0.15 13.7 0.55 0.32 13.8 0.74 0.32
(0.0) (0.00) (0.00) (0.0) (0.00) (0.00) (0.1) (0.03) (0.03)

( ) Robust standard errors are reported in parentheses

Notes: The population sample is taken from the 1972 and 1983 Israeli censuses and the 1983-1995 linked Israeli census file and consists of Jewish males ages 30-55.
The table reports years of schooling completed, matriculation rates ("BAGRUT") and the fraction with college education (or advanced degrees) by origin and
generation. For an individual born outside of Israel (1st generation) origin is determined by own continent of birth, namely Asia/Africa (ASAF) or Europe/America
(ERAM). For an individual born in Israel whose father was born outside Israel (2nd generation) origin is determined by father’s continent of birth. For those born in
Israel to a father who was born in Israel (3rd generation) origin is determined by father’s father's (paternal grandfather) continent of birth.

Table W2
Three Generations of Sephardic-Ashkenazi Educational Attainment Gaps

Generation in Israel

"Ashkenazi" (Level)
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Variables Parents to (i) (ii) (iii) (iv)

                

Husband  - Asia/Africa SA -0.25 -0.02 -0.30 -0.20
Wife       - Europe/America (0.05) (0.05) (0.04) (0.04)

Husband  - Europe/America AA -0.56 -0.83 -0.76 -0.75
Wife        - Europe/America (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03)

Husband - Asia/Africa SS 2.31 2.22 1.54 1.51
Wife       - Asia/Africa (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03)

Husband - Europe/America AS (Level) 4.16 4.28 2.86 2.87
Wife       - Asia/Africa (0.03) (0.03) (0.03) (0.03)

Controlling for Age of Child No Yes No Yes

R-squared       0.20 0.26 0.20 0.23

Observations 85555 85555 85555 85555

( ) Robust standard errors are reported in parentheses

Notes: We use the parents-offspring file linking children in households to their parents using the 1972 census file.
The table reports the mean number of children ever born to a woman (self reported) and the mean number of
children living in the household (from the Israeli 1972 Census by counting the numbers of individuals reporting to
be children in the household) all sorted by ethnic pairings. The children in this table were born between 1954 and
1972. We omitted observations where the mother was younger than 16 or older than 40 upon giving birth. 

Table W3
Origin Related Differences in the Number of Children of Married Women

by Own and Spouse's Continent of Origin, Offspring-Parents File

Children Ever Born Children Living in 
Household
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Variables (i) (ii) (iii) (iv) (v) (vi)

By Father's Origin

Father born in Asia/Africa -0.35 -0.23 -0.13 -0.10 -1.23 -0.21
(0.01) (0.01) (0.00) (0.00) (0.07) (0.07)

Controlling for Education No Yes No Yes No Yes

R-Squared 0.06 0.16 0.07 0.14 0.01 0.07

Observations 57532 57532 57532 57532 57532 57532

By Parents' Origin

Father born in Asia/Africa SA 0.09 0.03 0.02 0.01 0.59 -0.07
Mother born in Europe/America (0.02) (0.02) (0.01) (0.01) (0.21) (0.20)

Father born in Europe/America AA 0.05 0.01 0.03 0.01 -0.90 -0.27
Mother born in Europe/America (0.01) (0.01) (0.00) (0.00) (0.14) (0.14)

Father born in Asia/Africa SS -0.36 -0.26 -0.12 -0.09 -2.42 -1.71
Mother born in Asia/Africa (0.01) (0.01) (0.00) (0.00) (0.15) (0.14)

Controlling for Education No Yes No Yes No Yes

R-Squared 0.08 0.16 0.09 0.15 0.01 0.09

Observations 57532 57532 57532 57532 57532 57532

( ) Robust standard errors are reported in parentheses

^ To proxy family background we generate "synthetic parents" assuming mothers were 20 to 35 when they gave birth. For example, a
"synthetic mother" of a person aged 35 in 1995 has the characteristics of the average married woman born in 1925-40 in terms of her continent
of origin and her spouse's origin. The "synthetic fathers" have the characteristics of those actually married to the “synthetic mothers."

Table W4
Origin Related Differences in Socioeconomic indices, Monthly Net Incomes, and Employment Rates

Notes: The population sample is taken from the "Synthetic" Parents File^ based on the 1983 Israeli census and the Geographic Micro Data File.
The benchmark group in the top panel consists of Israeli-born men with European/American-born fathers. The benchmark group in the bottom
panel consists of Israeli-born men with European/American-born fathers and Asian/African-born mothers. The dependent variables are three
measures of socio-economic status in localities in Israel constructed by The Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics. The Socioeconomic Index is
based on measures of income per capita, unemployment rates, fraction of students with matriculation eligibility, fraction of college students,
transportation, demography and other measures for each locality.  

Socioeconomic Index Monthly Net Income Employment Rates
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Variables (i) (ii) (iii) (iv)

By Father's Origin

Father born in Asia/Africa -0.56 -0.25 -0.70 -0.36
                (0.06) (0.05) (0.06) (0.05)

Controlling for Education No Yes No Yes

R-squared       0.08 0.34 0.12 0.40

Observations               1141 1141 1141 1141

By Parents' Origin

Father - Asia/Africa SA 0.53 0.45 0.35 0.25
Mother - Europe/America (0.27) (0.21) (0.30) (0.21)

Father - Europe/AmericaAA 0.47 0.22 0.56 0.28
Mother - Europe/America (0.21) 0.15 (0.22) 0.16

Father - Asia/Africa SS -0.14 -0.05 -0.19 -0.11
Mother - Asia/Africa (0.21) 0.15 (0.22) 0.16

Controlling for Education No Yes No Yes

R-squared       0.09 0.34 0.13 0.40

Observations               1141 1141 1141 1141

( ) Robust standard errors are reported in parentheses

Notes: The population sample is taken from the LHSIM and consists of Israeli-born Jewish males born in
1954. The benchmark group in the top panel consists of Israeli-born men with European/American-born
fathers. The benchmark group in the bottom panel consists of Israeli-born men with European/American-born
fathers and Asian/African-born mothers. Every Israeli man takes a test prior to his mandatory service in the
Israeli Defense Forces (IDF). This test is comprised of three sections: (i) Analytic (ii) Verbal and (iii) Non
cognitive. The table reports the standardized scores of the first two sections for a sample of Israeli born men
for whom each parent's country of birth is known. In this sample the range of the analytic raw score is
between 5-33 and the range of the verbal raw score is between 0-21. We control for education with a set of
dummies for 0-4, 5-8, 9-11, 12, matriculation, and 13+ years of schooling. Two dummy variables indicate
skipping/repeating a class.

Table W5
The Gaps in IDF-Administered Analytical and Verbal Test Scores Between Males

          Analytic Scores           Verbal Scores

by Father’s and Mother’s Origin
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Wears Observes Lays Fasts^^^ on Eats Bread
"KIPPAH"^Kosher "Tfilin"^^ "Yom Kippur" on Passover

Food

Variables (i) (ii) (iii) (iv) (v)

By Father's Origin

Father born in Asia/Africa 0.32 0.47 0.30 0.39 -0.28
                (0.03) (0.02) (0.03) (0.02) (0.02)
By Parents' Origin

Father - Asia/Africa -0.06 -0.21 -0.02 0.00 0.04
Mother - Europe/America (0.15) (0.11) (0.15) (0.10) (0.10)

Father - Europe/America -0.02 -0.36 0.01 -0.18 0.23
Mother - Europe/America (0.10) (0.07) (0.10) (0.07) (0.06)

Father - Asia/Africa 0.31 0.14 0.32 0.22 -0.06
Mother - Asia/Africa (0.09) (0.07) (0.09) (0.07) (0.06)

By Father's Origin

Father born in Asia/Africa -0.03 0.38 -0.04 0.32 -0.25
(0.02) (0.03) (0.02) (0.03) (0.03)

By Parents' Origin

Father - Asia/Africa SA -0.12 -0.23 -0.10 -0.13 0.09
Mother - Europe/America (0.07) (0.15) (0.09) (0.15) (0.14)

Father - Europe/America AA 0.03 -0.28 -0.01 -0.20 0.20
Mother - Europe/America (0.07) (0.10) (0.08) (0.09) (0.08)

Father - Asia/Africa SS 0.01 0.13 -0.04 0.14 -0.07
Mother - Asia/Africa (0.07) (0.10) (0.07) (0.09) (0.08)

Table W6

Father's Religious Practice,  (N=1,128) 

Son's Religious Practice,  (N=1,128)

SA              
                

AA              
                

SS              

Origin Related Differences in Religious Practices Among Fathers and Among their Sons
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^ Tfilin is phylacteries
^^Kippah  (or yarmulke) is a thin rounded skullcap traditionally worn at all times by observant Jewish men

( ) Robust standard errors are reported in parentheses

^^^Yom Kippur is the holiest day of the year for religious Jews. Its central themes are atonement and repentance.
Jews traditionally observe this holy day with fasting and intensive prayer, often spending most of the day in
synagogue services.          

Notes: The population sample is taken from the LHSIM data and consists of Israeli-born Jewish males born in 1954.
We consider a group of 1,128 individuals for whom reports exist for both father's and son's religious practices. The
benchmark group in the top panel of each report (father's or son's religious practices) consists of Israeli-born men
with European/American-born fathers. The benchmark group in the bottom panel of each report consists of Israeli-
born men with European/American-born fathers and Asian/African-born mothers. The dependent variables are
binary; each son answered five Yes/No questions regarding his father’s religious practices during his (the son’s)
childhood period and five Yes/No questions regarding his own current religious practices.
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Fraction of Fraction Married 
Women Currently Outside Father's 
Married Ethnic Group

Variables (i) (ii)

By Father's Origin

                
Father born in Europe/America 0.82 0.23

Father born in Asia/Africa 0.84 0.19

By Parents' Origin

Father - Asia/Africa SA 0.81 0.44
Mother - Europe/America

Father - Europe/America AA 0.83 0.21
Mother - Europe/America

Father - Asia/Africa SS 0.84 0.19
Mother - Asia/Africa

Father - Europe/America AS 0.81 0.47
Mother - Europe/America

( ) Robust standard errors are reported in parentheses

Notes: The population sample is taken from the 1995 Israeli census and consists of Israeli-born Jewish
females, ages 30-50. We identify married couples by having a common household identification code. We
restrict our sample to currently married women reporting being the head of household or the spouse of the
head. We drop households with same gender reported for head and spouse. Controls are a full set of dummies
for age and highest diploma received.

Intra and Inter Ethnic Marriages by Father’s and Mother’s Origin
Table W7
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Variables (i) (ii) (iii)             

By Father's Origin

Father born in Asia/Africa -0.346 -0.107 -0.056
(0.014) (0.014) (0.013)

Controlling for

   Education & Experience No Yes Yes

   Occupation & Location No No Yes

R-squared       0.09 0.27 0.45

Observations 6644 6644 6644

By Parents' Origin

Father born in Asia/Africa SA -0.034 -0.036 0.018
Mother born in Europe/America (0.059) (0.050) (0.043)

Father born in Europe/America AA 0.167 0.011 0.014
Mother born in Europe/America (0.038) (0.034) (0.031)

Father born in Asia/Africa SS -0.197 -0.100 -0.047
Mother born in Asia/Africa (0.037) (0.032) (0.029)

Controlling for

   Education & Experience No Yes Yes

   Occupation & Location No No Yes

R-squared       0.10 0.27 0.45

Observations 6644 6644 6644

( ) Robust standard errors are reported in parentheses

Table W8
Log Hourly Wage Gaps Between Females, Currently Married, by Father’s and Mother’s Origin

Notes: The population sample is taken from the 1995 Israeli census and consists of Israeli-born Jewish females, full-time full-
year salaried workers, ages 30-50. We consider women whose father-in-law’s origin is known. The benchmark group in the
top panel consists of Israeli-born women with European/American-born fathers. The benchmark group in the bottom panel
consists of Israeli-born women with European/American-born fathers and Asian/African-born mothers. In each panel the first
column reports crude wage gaps, the second column reports wage gaps conditional on potential experience and highest
diploma received and the third column in addition controls for a full set of dummy variables for each occupation classified by 
three digits and area of residence. We add a set of dummy variables for each occupation classified by one digit to control for
cases where 3-digit classification is not available. We also add a dummy variable indicating missing occupation. Potential
experience is calculated as [age]-[school years completed]-[6] and we control for a quartic in potential experience. Highest
diploma received is represented by 8 dummy variables. We control for a full set of dummy variables for each area of
residence in the year of the census. We define “full-time full-year” as working at least 35 hours per week and 12 months a
year.
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Variables (i) (ii) (iii)             

By Father-in-Law's Origin

Father in Law born in Asia/Africa -0.350 -0.144 -0.095
(0.016) (0.016) (0.015)

Controlling for

   Education & Experience No Yes Yes

   Occupation & Location No No Yes

R-squared       0.11 0.29 0.48

Observations 4047 4047 4047

By Father-in-Law's Origin

Father born in Europe/America HWSA -0.019 -0.071 -0.062
Father-in-Law born in Asia/Africa (0.034) (0.030) (0.027)

Father born in Europe/America HWAA 0.216 0.018 0.005
Father-in-Law born in Europe/America (0.024) (0.024) (0.021)

Father born in Asia/Africa HWSS -0.245 -0.152 -0.101
Father-in-Law born in Asia/Africa (0.022) (0.020) (0.018)

Controlling for

   Education & Experience No Yes Yes

   Occupation & Location No No Yes

R-squared       0.14 0.30 0.48

Observations 4047 4047 4047

( ) Robust standard errors are reported in parentheses

Table W9
Log Hourly Wage Gaps Between Females, Currently Married Whose Spouses Report Wages, 

by Father’s and Father-in-Law’s Origin

Notes: The population sample is taken from the 1995 Israeli census and consists of Israeli-born Jewish females, full-time full-
year salaried workers, ages 30-50. We consider women whose father-in-law’s origin and husband's wage information is known.
The benchmark group in the top panel consists of Israeli-born women with European/American-born father-in-laws. The
benchmark group in the bottom panel consists of Israeli-born women with Asian/African-born fathers and European/American-
born father-in-laws (HWAS). In each panel the first column reports crude wage gaps, the second column reports wage gaps
conditional on potential experience and highest diploma received and the third column in addition controls for a full set of
dummy variables for each occupation classified by three digits and area of residence. We add a set of dummy variables for each
occupation classified by one digit to control for cases where 3-digit classification is not available. We also add a dummy
variable indicating missing occupation. Potential experience is calculated as [age]-[school years completed]-[6] and we control
for a quartic in potential experience. Highest diploma received is represented by 8 dummy variables. We control for a full set of
dummy variables for each area of residence in the year of the census. We define “full-time full-year” as working at least 35
hours per week and 12 months a year.
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Father-in-Law's and Father's Origin:

HWAA^ HWSA HWAS HWSS

(i) (ii) (iii) (iv)
             
Educational Attainments:

Number of Observations 8235 2991 3934 16628

Years of Schooling Completed 

0.438 0.457 0.419 0.353
(0.009) (0.016) (0.015) (0.008)

Matriculation

0.359 0.395 0.372 0.346
(0.011) (0.017) (0.015) (0.008)

College +

0.448 0.425 0.349 0.312
(0.010) (0.021) (0.018) (0.015)

Hourly Wage:

Number of Observations 1202 372 615 1858

Wage Residuals^^

0.222 0.110 0.105 0.139
(0.033) (0.059) (0.036) (0.023)

    

^^ We used the sample of 4047 women from table W9
( ) Robust standard errors are reported in parentheses

Table W10
Educational and Wage Correlations of Spouses

Notes: The population sample is taken from the 1995 Israeli census and consists of married Israeli-born
Jewish females, ages 30-50 and their husbands. The columns report the coefficients from a regression of
wife's outcome on her husband's outcome  controlling for age using a set of indicators.
^ HWAA: Father-in-Law born in Europe/America and Father born in Europe/America; HWAS: Father-in-
Law born in Europe/America and Father born in Asia/Africa; HWSA: Father-in-Law born in Asia/Africa
and Father born in Europe/America; HWSS: Father-in-Law born in Asia/Africa and Father born in
Asia/Africa; 

 by Father’s and Father-in-Law’s Origin
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Age

Variables (i) (ii) (iii) (iv) (v) (vi)

By Father's Origin

Father born in Asia/Africa -0.440 -0.104 -0.067 -0.419 -0.122 -0.080
(0.007) (0.007) (0.007) (0.008) (0.009) (0.008)

Controlling for

   Education & Experience No Yes Yes No Yes Yes

   Occupation & Location No No Yes No No Yes

R-squared       0.11 0.30 0.38 0.11 0.27 0.36

By Parents' Origin

Father born in Asia/Africa SA -0.097 -0.059 -0.066 -0.079 -0.079 -0.101
Mother born in Europe/America (0.031) (0.027) (0.026) (0.041) (0.036) (0.035)

Father born in Europe/America AA 0.339 0.054 0.034 0.247 0.048 0.019
Mother born in Europe/America (0.020) (0.018) (0.017) (0.024) (0.022) (0.021)

Father born in Asia/Africa SS -0.130 -0.057 -0.036 -0.192 -0.078 -0.062
Mother born in Asia/Africa (0.020) (0.017) (0.016) (0.024) (0.022) (0.020)

Controlling for

   Education & Experience No Yes Yes No Yes Yes

   Occupation & Location No No Yes No No Yes

R-squared       0.12 0.30 0.38 0.11 0.27 0.36

( ) Robust standard errors are reported in parentheses

Table W11
Log Hourly Wage Gaps Between Males by Father’s and Mother’s Origin

22-65   (N=32,646) 30-55   (N=22,948)

Notes: The population sample is taken from the 1995 Israeli census and consists of Israeli-born Jewish males, salaried workers (not
restricted to those working full-time full-year), ages 30-55. The benchmark group in the top panel consists of Israeli-born men with
European/American-born fathers. The benchmark group in the bottom panel consists of Israeli-born men with European/American-
born fathers and Asian/African-born mothers. For each age group in both panels the first column reports crude wage gaps, the
second column reports wage gaps conditional on potential experience and highest diploma received, and the third column in addition
controls for a full set of dummy variables for each occupation (classified by three digits) and each area of residence. We add a set of
dummy variables for each occupation classified by one digit to control for cases where 3-digit classification is not available. We also
add a dummy variable indicating a missing occupation. Potential experience is calculated as [age]-[school years completed]-[6] and
we control for a quartic in potential experience. Highest diploma received is represented by 8 dummy variables. We control for a full
set of dummy variables for each area of residence in the year of the census. 
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Variables (i) (ii) (iii)             

By Father's Origin

Father born in Asia/Africa -0.307 -0.058 -0.027
(0.009) (0.009) (0.008)

Controlling for

   Education & Experience No Yes Yes

   Occupation & Location No No Yes

R-squared       0.03 0.25 0.38

Observations 18804 18804 18804

By Parents' Origin

Father born in Asia/Africa SA 0.026 -0.005 0.012
Mother born in Europe/America (0.041) (0.036) (0.034)

Father born in Europe/America AA 0.163 0.006 -0.003
Mother born in Europe/America (0.024) (0.022) (0.020)

Father born in Asia/Africa SS -0.161 -0.055 -0.031
Mother born in Asia/Africa (0.024) (0.021) (0.020)

Controlling for

   Education & Experience No Yes Yes

   Occupation & Location No No Yes

R-squared       0.07 0.25 0.38

Observations 18804 18804 18804

( ) Robust standard errors are reported in parentheses

Table W12
Log Hourly Wage Gaps Between Females by Father’s and Mother’s Origin

Notes: The population sample is taken from the 1995 Israeli census and consists of Israeli-born Jewish
females,salaried workers (not restricted to those working full-time full-year), ages 30-50. The benchmark
group in the top panel consists of Israeli-born women with European/American-born fathers. The
benchmark group in the bottom panel consists of Israeli-born women with European/American-born
fathers and Asian/African-born mothers. The first three columns consider salaried females working full-
time and full-year in 1995. The fourth column estimates the specifications of the third column on a sub-
sample of women whose father-in-law’s origin is known. For each panel the first column reports crude
wage gaps, the second column reports wage gaps conditional on potential experience and highest diploma
received, and the third column in addition controls for a full set of dummy variables for each occupation
classified by three digits and area of residence. We add a set of dummy variables for each occupation
classified by one digit to control for cases where 3-digit classification is not available. We also add a
dummy variable indicating missing occupation. Potential experience was calculated as [age]-[school years
completed]-[6] and we control for a quartic in potential experience. Highest diploma received is 
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The Difference Between:

(i) (ii) (iii)

Educational Gaps

   -Years of schooling completed
   -Total school Years Reported -0.02 0.18 -0.19

(0.13) (0.13) (0.18)
   -Total School Years Constructed from
    Sum of Reports by Type of Schooling: -0.13 0.15 -0.28

(0.14) (0.13) (0.19)
   -School Years Completed by Type of School

   -Years at Primary, Secondary School 0.15 0.20 -0.06
     Postsecondary and University (0.17) (0.17) (0.24)

   -Years at Vocational Schools -0.24 -0.04 -0.20
(0.09) (0.08) (0.12)

   -Years at "Yeshiva" (Religious Studies) -0.02 0.003 -0.02
(0.04) (0.003) (0.04)

   -Other School Years -0.02 -0.01 0.00
(0.02) (0.02) (0.03)

   -Matriculation 0.01 0.04 -0.02
(0.02) (0.02) (0.03)

   -Higher Education
   -Academic degree 0.03 0.05 -0.03

(0.02) (0.02) (0.03)
    Conditional on Completing 12 Years of Schooling:

   -Academic degree 0.05 0.08 -0.03
 (Conditional on Matriculation Certificate) (0.04) (0.04) (0.05)

   -Years Studied in Postsecondary School -0.13 -0.22 0.08
(0.09) (0.09) (0.13)

   -Years Studied in University 0.51 0.48 0.03
(0.19) (0.17) (0.25)

SA and 
AS Men

SA and 
AS 

Women

Dif in Dif 
Estimator 

(i)-(ii)

Table W13
Difference in Differnces Estimators for Educational and Wage Gaps 

 by Father’s and Mother’s Origin
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The Difference Between:

(i) (ii) (iii)

SA and 
AS Men

SA and 
AS 

Women

Dif in Dif 
Estimator 

(i)-(ii)

Table W13
Difference in Differnces Estimators for Educational and Wage Gaps 

 by Father’s and Mother’s Origin

Wage Gaps:

Unconditional (Crude) -0.07 -0.01 -0.06
(0.04) (0.05) (0.06)

Conditional on Education and Experience -0.08 -0.02 -0.06
(0.04) (0.04) (0.05)

Conditional on Education, Experience, -0.11 0.01 -0.12
Location and occupation (0.03) (0.04) (0.05)
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Figure W1a
The Israeli Population by Origin and Religion, Israel 1995

The data is from the 1995 Census and contains the entire Israeli population including recent immigrants. The figure divides the population in
Israel, ages 22-65 in 1995, into four sub-populations by origin and religion: (i) European/American-born Jews (ii) Asian/African-born Jews (iii)
Israeli-born Jews and (iv) non Jews. We partition each Jewish population subgroup by five main countries origin (for Israeli-born Jews we partition
by father’s origin). The rest of the countries of origin are presented under the category “Other.” We also present the three main non-Judaic
religions.

Non-Jews - 17%
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Figure W1b
The Jewish Population by Country of Birth, Israel 1995

The data is from the 1995 Census and contains the entire Israeli population including recent immigrants. The figure divides the Israeli Jewish
population, ages 22-65 in 1995, into three sub-populations by origin: (i) European/American-born Jews (ii) Asian/African-born Jews (iii) Israeli-
born Jews. We partition each Jewish population subgroup by five main countries of origin (for Israeli-born Jews we partition by father’s origin).
The rest of the countries of origin are presented under the category “Other.”
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Figure W2
Three Generations of Sephardic-Ashkenazi Crude Wage Gaps 

The figure shows Sephardic-Ashkenazi crude wage gaps, and the corresponding confidence intervals, over three generations as measured between
groups of FTFY Jewish male salaried workers ages 30-55. In particular, the gap between: (i) Asian/African-born immigrants and
European/American-born immigrants ages 30-55 (circles) and ages 26-32 (triangles) in 1972 (ii) Israeli-born individuals with Asian/African-born
fathers and Israeli-born individuals with European/American-born fathers, ages 30-55 (circles) and age 26-32 (triangles) in 1983 and (iii) Israeli-born
individuals with Israeli-born fathers and Asian/African-born grandfathers and Israeli-born individuals with Israeli-born fathers and
European/American-born grandfathers, ages 26-32 (triangles) in 1995.
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Figure W3a
Age-Adjusted Educational Attainment Gaps Between Males by Father's and Mother's Origin

The population sample is taken from the 1995 Israeli census and consists of Israeli-born Jewish males, ages 22-65. The figure shows three measures of
educational attainment gaps: (i) years of schooling completed in the academic track, (ii) matriculation certificate, and (iii) college education or
advanced degree (controlling for a full set of age dummy variables). The benchmark group consists of Israeli-born individuals with
European/American-born fathers.
Note: The difference in fraction with matriculation certificate between SA men and the benchmark group of AS men is -0.01 with a standard deviation
of 0.02

23



-1.5

-1.0

-0.5

0.0

0.5

1.0

1.5

2.0

-0.25

-0.20

-0.15

-0.10

-0.05

0.00

0.05

0.10

0.15

0.20

0.25

Father-A Mother-A Father-A Mother-S Father-S Mother-A Father-S Mother-S

Sc
ho

ol
 Y

ea
rs

 C
om

pl
et

ed

M
at

ri
cu

la
tio

n,
 B

.A
 o

r A
dv

an
ce

d 
D

eg
re

es

Fraction with Matriculation Certificate

Fraction with B.A or Advanced Degree

School Years Completed

Figure W3b
Age-Adjusted Educational Attainment Gaps Between Females by Father's and Mother's Origin

The population sample is taken from the 1995 Israeli census and consists of Israeli-born Jewish females, ages 30-55. The figure shows three
measures of educational attainment gaps: (i) years of schooling completed, (ii) matriculation certificate, and (iii) college education or advanced
degree (controlling for a full set of age dummy variables). The benchmark group consists of Israeli-born women with European/American-born
fathers and Asian/African-born mothers.
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The figure shows the gaps in log hourly wages and three measures of educational attainment: (i) years of schooling
completed, (ii) matriculation certificate, and (iii) college education or advanced degree between groups of fathers with
different origins. We consider "synthetic fathers" whose wives (“synthetic mothers” who have been matched with the
"synthetic fathers") were 20-35 years of age when they gave birth. For example, a "synthetic mother" of a person aged 35 in
1995 has the characteristics of the average married women born between 1925 and 1940 in terms of her own and her spouse’s
origin.

Figure W4a
The Gaps in Educational Attainment and Wages Between “Synthetic Fathers” to Prime Age 

Israeli-Born Males in 1995 by Father’s and Mother’s Origin, the “Synthetic” Parents File
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The figure shows the gaps in log hourly wages and three measures of educational attainment: (i) years of schooling
completed, (ii) matriculation certificate, and (iii) college education or advanced degree between groups of mothers with
different origins. We consider "synthetic mothers" who were 20-35 years of age when they gave birth. For example, a
"synthetic mother" of a person aged 35 in 1995 has the characteristics of the average married women born between 1925 and
1940 in terms of her own and her spouse’s origin. The "synthetic fathers" have the characteristics of those actually married to
the “synthetic mothers."

Figure W4b
The Gaps in Educational Attainment and Wages Between “Synthetic Mothers” to Prime Age 

Israeli-Born Males in 1995 by Father’s and Mother’s Origin, the “Synthetic” Parents File
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Figure W5
Age-Adjusted Educational Attainment Gaps Between Females by Father's and Father-in-Law’s Origin

The population sample is taken from the 1995 Israeli census and consists of Israeli-born Jewish females, ages 30-50. The figure shows
three measures of educational gaps: (i) years of schooling completed, (ii) matriculation certificate, and (iii) college education or
advanced degree (controlling for a full set of age dummy variables). The benchmark group consists of Israeli-born women with
Asian/African-born fathers and European/American-born father-in-laws (HWAS).
Note: The gap in school years completed between HWSA women and the benchmark group of HWAS women is 0.26 years with a
standard deviation of 0.06.
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Data Appendix 

Country of birth and ethnicity 

We classify Israelis Jews into two main ethnic groups, ‘Ashkenazi’ and ‘Sephardic’ by continent of birth: 

1. ‘Ashkenazi’: Europe, America, Australia and New-Zealand (ERAM). 

2. ‘Sephardic’: Asia, Africa (ASAF).     

Israeli born Jews are classified by their parents’ ethnicity (above) to four main groups: 

1. AA: both parents’ born in ERAM. 

2. AS: father born in ERAM mother born in ASAF. 

3. SA: father born in ASAF mother born in ERAM. 

4. SS: both parents born in ASAF. 

Countries were classified into continents as one unit, even if located on two continents. For example all 

of Turkey is included in Asia. Since census data does not distinguish between the Asian and European 

republics of former Soviet Union we classify all those born there as ‘Ashkenazi’ Jews.  

The Israeli Census Data 

We use the 20 percent public-use micro-files from the 1972, 1983 and 1995 Israeli censuses, all census 

files to include earnings and socio-demographics, and the 1983-1995 linked Israeli censuses files to 

generate the following files: 

1. 1995 census socio-demographic file  

Since army service is mandatory in Israel, the sample includes all Israeli born Jews, 22 to 65 in 

1995, whereas our main prime age sample includes individuals aged 30 to 55. We keep only 

Jewish males from ordinary households with valid demographic data. We exclude observations 

with missing data on age, gender, country of birth and parents' country of birth, educational 

attainment, and place of residence. 

To identify persons’ ethnicity we restrict the sample to those whose both parents were born 

outside of Israel. We exclude observations with missing demographics. The main sample 

includes 163173 number of observations 22-65 years of age in 1995. These are classified into 4 

groups by parents’ continent of origin: 24281 AA (both parents born in Asia-Africa), 43650 SS 

(both parents born in Asia-Africa), 2229 AS (father born in ERAM and mother born in ASAF) and 

1474 SA (father born in ASAF and mother born in ERAM).  

AA:  14.9% of 22-65 years of age in the 1995 census. 

AS:  1.4% of 22-65 years of age in the 1995 census. 

SA:  1% of 22-65 years of age in 1995. 

SS:  26.7% of 22-65 years of age in 1995. 
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The 1995 census wage sample 

The wage sample is based on the 1995 census socio-demographic file. Our wage sample includes 

individuals who were employed as part of the civilian labor force in the prior week or 12 months prior to 

the survey. We exclude observations with missing or imputed wages, as well as the self-employed. We 

focus on full time (more than 35 work hours per week) full year (12 month) workers. We trim wage 

outliers when calculating mean wages by excluding the bottom/top 1st and 99th of the salaried Jewish 

male FTFY workers wage distribution, excluding recent immigrants (defined as those who have immigrated 

within the last five years). The data process above leaves us with 18659 male and 9998 female 

observations.  

The 1983-1995 linked files 

The 1983-1995 joint individual record matches observations from the 20 percent public-use micro 

samples taken from the 1983 and the 1995 Israeli censuses. As such, it covers approximately 4% of the 

Israeli population.  

1. Women’s wage data file: 

A sample of Jewish Israeli born women that first married between 1983 and 1995. We restrict 

the sample to those with wage data in both years. To exclude outliers we further restrict the 

sample to single women aged 23 to 32 in 1983. The file contains 121 Israeli born women, with 

39 of them who married outside their father’s ethnic group.  

2. Grandchild’s file: 

This data set links young adults in 1995 to their parents in 1983. It enables us to classify the third 

generation of Jewish Israelis, who were 22 to 32 years of age in 1995, into ethnic groups by their 

grandfathers’ origin.  

The 1972 Offspring-Parents file 

Using the 1972 census sample, the earliest to contain information on educational attainment and 

earnings, we construct a parents-offspring file linking children in household to their parents. To provide 

a representative sample of the Jewish children  population we exclude children older than 18. Therefore 

the file covers the 1954-1972 cohorts of birth, who were 23 to 41 years of age in 1995. Data processing 

follows the same processing employed for the 1995 socio-demographic and wage sample, when 

applicable. The sample includes 187420 observations.  

The 1983 Synthetic Parents file 

Using the 1983 census sample, the first to provide the Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics community-

level socioeconomic status measures, we generate a "synthetic parents” file assuming that mothers 

were 20 to 35 years of age when they gave birth. To impute the family environment of Israeli born Jews 

that both parents were born outside of Israel the sample includes all foreign born married couples that 

women were born between 1905 and 1945. Data processing follows the same processing employed for 
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the 1995 socio-demographic and wage sample, when applicable. The sample includes 83818 

observations.  

 

The Life History Study of Israeli Men 

The Life History Study of Israeli Men (LHIM) is a systematic stratified national probability sample of 

Jewish Israeli men born in 1954 (Matras, Gila, and Bar Haim, 1984). The sample consists of 2,144 men 

who were randomly selected from the draft list of the army and lived in Israel in 1970. They were 

interviewed when they were approximately twenty-seven years old (1980/81). The interview consisted 

of extensive retrospective questions regarding past and present life domains (marital, educational and 

occupational history). The interview data were merged with official military, school and police records. 

The eighth grade school records (the SEKER test scores) taken from Ministry of Education files were 

merged for 1,210 respondents.  In addition to standard socioeconomic and demographic indicators, the 

data set contains both father's and mother's country of birth. For all but 5 of the 1,210 respondents, 

military test scores were retrieved from the military files (Shavit, 1984; Shavit and Featherman, 1988). 

We use the revised version by Shavit (1994) that includes scores of tests taken by the respondents 

before joining the IDF. These include verbal and analytic test scores. The interview consisted of 

retrospective questions about areas of life such as religious practice which we utilize as well. Our main 

sample contains complete information on 1141 observations after excluding those who are foreign-born 

or have missing demographics. 
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